
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



Notes and Discussions 101 

revealed by careful attention to the caesura of the third foot. Compare: 
"Even a superficial examination [of later epic poetry] shows at once the 
impossibility of applying to these later poets the principles which have been 
urged in this paper as fixing important elements of Homeric style" (p. 129; the 
italics are mine). This is the principle which Professor Seymour sets forth 
"with emphasis and in great detail" (to quote from Professor Scott's article) ; 
the pages which are devoted to the caesura as an indication of the construc- 
tion are strictly subordinate. This latter doctrine must stand or fall with 
the principle that the pauses of the verse had an important influence on the 
style of the Homeric poet. Stylometric tests, rather than verses in which 
the pauses seem to have little or no significance, will determine the validity 
of Professor Seymour's theory. Professor Prescott (Class. Phil., VII, 35 ff.) 
has led the way in interpreting and, in some respects, correcting the theory 
of Professor Seymour. Much more remains to be done. The "deferred" 
nouns and adjectives need to be studied with reference to the important 
pauses within the verse. The writer has attempted to describe (Trans. Am. 
Phil. Ass., XXXVI [1905], 111-24) the bucolic diaeresis with reference to the 
connection of thought; the hepthemimeral pause has yet to be examined with 
this in view. There is a wide field for research in Homeric word-order. 1 It 
may prove that the ordinary laws of emphasis in the sentence and the exi- 
gencies of the meter frequently brought the emphatic word just before or 
after some particular pause. In the meantime perhaps we may after all 
agree with Professor Scott (p. 441) that "the help furnished by the caesura 
in matters of contrast or emphasis is largely subjective and a matter of per- 
sonal interpretation." But acting on this principle, one who, like the writer, 
has been privileged to know the personal interpretation of Homer by Pro- 
fessor Seymour may say with a distinguished Platonic scholar (John Burnet, 
Greek Philosophy, Part I, 349 f.) : "Personally I have found this hypothesis 
[Professor Burnet is of course referring to his own theory of Platonic philos- 
ophy] efficacious during a course of ... . study extending over twenty years 

at least The reader .... must make the experiment for himself. 

He will certainly find it worth while." 

Samuel E. Bassett 
University op Vermont 



PHILOSOPHASTER IN ERASMUS 

The genuineness of philosophaster in the phrase Vir gravis et philosophas- 
ter Tullius, used by Augustine in characterizing Cicero (De civ. dei ii. 27), is 
easily proved both by paleographical and literary evidence. 2 An interesting 
confirmatory late instance, hitherto unnoticed, on the literary side occurs in 

'See La Roche, Wiener Studien, XVIII (1896); XIX (1897); Zeitschrift fUr die 
6ster. Gym,., XLVI (1895). 

8 See Classical Philology, V, 50 ff. 
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the letter written by Erasmus to John Eck on May 15, 1518: "Et tamen 
Augustinus Tullium philosophastrum vocat, ipse videlicet philosophus; cum 
ille, ni fallor, plus legerit in Graeca philosophia quam Augustinus in libris 
sacris." 1 Thus, though Erasmus did not like the epithet philosophaster as 
applied to Cicero, he entertained no doubt that Augustine did use it. 

Andeew F. West 
Princeton University 
December, 1915 



ON BREACHES OF THE LAWS OF THE FOURTH FOOT OF 
THE HEXAMETER 

"SKAZOYSI METPOIS OPOA TOHEYSAS EIIH" 
ti inco£eis, aTi\e \vype; — ti davpa; SoXco Ka.Tapa.Ttp 

pvO/xov dotSos ipbv TpSxr' airopovo-os imv. 
rerpaTov, mpoi iyii, iroSa <pavX<j> tpXaupt Tpo)(atip 

dXXa fuv ovkopevrj, $ot/3e, TroSdypr) lAoi. 
Kax ffv, tpikos; — nap.' axrt iravovpyos 4 jSovkoAuoJs irpo, 

Aewo-e, Suupecreos o-vWafi}] r/ te paKprj 
oil <£wra aXXa Bicru- ovx »5j8pis; TOiyap axrwTOS 
io-Topi FtpviKito oukc SiKas *Ai&. 

A. Shewan 
iErasmi Epistolae (Allen's edition), III, 337, Oxford, 1913. 



